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publication of those histories, and first and foremost the
Arabic chronicle of Ibn al-Fu\rati3 which have considerably
enriched our store of information about Sa'd ad-Danla, and
make it possible for us to reach a clear and objective estimate of
this phenomenon of a Jewish Tizier serving a heathen Mongol
emperor.
1.   historical background
In dealing with Sacd ad-Daula we turn from the sphere of
the Caliphate, to which our inquiry has hitherto been confined,
to the Mongol H-Khan Aighun (1284/1291). After the
triumphal march of Hulagu and the expansion of his rule
subsequent to the fall of Baghdad in 125S, Islam lost its
dominant position in the Eastern provinces of the Caliphate
and became a religion among all the others. In virtue of the
principle of tolerance for all faiths, maintained by the
Il-Khans, the concept of the " Protected People ", the ahl
adh-Dhimma was deprived of its former importance; with it
fell the extremely varied professional restrictions into which
it had expanded, and primarily those regarding the admission
of Jews and Christians to government posts.
Bar Hebrseus, the Christian historian of the thirteenth
century, expresses the changed values produced by the Mongols
in telling fashion thus : " With the Mongols there is neither
slave nor free man, neither believer nor pagan, neither
Christian nor Jew ; but they regard all men as belonging to
one and the same stock." l
For Christian and Jews, the two groups chieny affected by
the ahl adh-Dhimma policy., current until then, this change
in constitutional and religious principles implied a considerable
1 Chronicon Syriaasum, p. 490, f. 575. In the folio-wing pages all quotations
from Bar Hebreeus are made from the edition of Budge; s* p." refers to the
translation, " f." to the Syrian text. Cf. also Ghazi b. al-Wasiti, fol. 27o-£
(p. 449): " A firman of the H-Khan (Hulagu) had appeared to the effect
that everyone should have the right to profane his faith openly and his
religious connection ; and that the members of one religious body should
not oppose those of another."

